The English Department at New Mexico State University
Spring 2017 Graduate Course Offerings
ENGL 500
SUPERVISED STUDY
To prepare the student for the master’s degree examination by special studies in fields not covered in routine course work. Prerequisite:
consent of instructor. Please contact faculty in your field to seek their consent.
ENGL 501
ONLINE PUBLISHING
35343 M01
W: 1730 - 1900
Stagliano
In an increasingly digital world, publishers and writers are expanding their expectations for modes appropriate for sharing creative and
scholarly work. To address this need, ENGL 501 provides a theoretical background for online publishing and design as well as hands-on
experience publishing an online literary magazine. The course, team-taught by creative writing and rhetoric faculty, produces an
undergraduate fine arts/literary arts magazine in an online format, offering graduate students the opportunity to sharpen skills in digital
design and to foster mentoring relationships with undergraduate students.
This hybrid class—meeting both in a regular classroom and frequently utilizing online spaces to host course discussions and activities—is
a production-centered, practice-based class. Students will be responsible for producing a complete issue of NMSU’s undergraduate
literary magazine, DIN, from screening and selecting manuscripts to designing, branding and promoting the finished magazine. Chief
among many goals for the course is that students leave with the critical, technical, and creative skills to be active participants in online
publishing, in a variety of contexts. With this in mind, class members will have a great deal of latitude in deciding the mode, design, and
content that will combine to become the next edition of DIN.
ENGL 505
GRADUATE STUDY IN CHAUCER
28151 M01
MW: 1200 – 1315
Schirmer
This class takes us on a tour of the many late-medieval worlds of Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. We meet the chivalrous Knight
and the brilliantly bawdy Miller; argue marital theology with the Wife of Bath and consider the heretical implications of a fart with the
Summoner; puzzle over the Clerk’s submissive Griselda and the suspect body of the Pardoner; ponder the mysteries of Marian devotion
with the Prioress and the joys of bird sex with the Nun’s Priest. As we go, we will ask ourselves why readers from the early fifteenth
century onward have hailed Chaucer as the “father of English poetry.” What materials did Chaucer have at his disposal when he set out to
th
create a new kind of literary making in English? What might his efforts have looked like to readers in the 14 century? What did Chaucer
himself conceive “literature” to be good for, and why did this poet become the one to whom we trace our literary heritage? No prior
experience with Middle English, Chaucer, or early literatures required.
ENGL 512
WRITING IN THE WORKPLACE
35340 Section M01
MW: 1600 – 1715
Wojahn
This course will be of interest both to students who want to enhance their communication backgrounds for and understanding of
professional contexts as well as students who want to study communicative practices in particular settings (non-profit, academic, business,
government, to name a few). To those ends, we will study and apply basic theories and strategies for communicating effectively while
examining professional communication as a discipline. Because communicating in professional spaces occurs in written, oral, visual, as
well as digital contexts, we will examine, for instance, the implications of media choices for various purposes and audiences. We will
examine rhetorical underpinnings of many formal and informal types of communications in a range of professional settings, including the
academic, and explore rhetorical decisions in situated contexts with an eye to tacit rules related to what can be said, how it can be said, to
whom, and why. Students will be able to study in-depth one aspect of communication taking place in an actual setting, analyzing some
aspect of writing, speaking, listening, and responding within a specific workplace culture.
ENGL 513
CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP: FICTION
24166 Section M01
W: 1430 – 1700
Hoang
Imaginative writing, chiefly the narrative. May be repeated up to 12 credits. Prerequisite(s): ENGL 304 or consent of instructor.
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ENGL 514
CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP: POETRY
33503 Section M01
MW: 1600 – 1715
Smith, C.
Creative writing poetry workshop for advanced writers of poetry. Graduate level works for students who are not in the English Department
MFA program. Repeatable for a maximum of 12 credits. Prerequisite(s): ENGL 306 or consent of instructor.
ENGL 516
GRADUATE STUDY – APPROACH TO LITERATURE
35767 Section M70
ONLINE
Zimmerman
Approaches to Literature is designed for students who are interested in teaching English at the secondary level. The class should help you
develop a strong foundation, both theoretical and practical, to support your teaching and to help you become a more effective, reflective
teacher of literature. We will focus on strategies for reading literature, discussing literature, writing about literature, and engaging students
with literature. We will emphasize integrating the study of literature with writing. This is a writing and reading intensive course - come
prepared to participate as a reader, writer, and speaker.
ENGL 522
GRADUATE STUDY IN A LITERARY FORM OR GENRE
35342 Section M01
TR: 1435 – 1550
Stolte
Victorian Poetry and Poetics
Long overshadowed by the novel and by the poetry of the literary-historical periods that preceded and followed Victoria’s reign, Victorian
poetry has enjoyed a resurgence in the last few years. How might we explain both this long neglect and Victorian poetry’s recent improved
fortunes? In this class, we will attempt to answer this question by reading a wealth of Victorian poems—written by both the most and least
canonical of poets—alongside a series of nineteenth-century essays on poetics, focusing on the Victorians’ own efforts to define what
poetry was, what it could do, and where it fit in a culture that thought of itself as decidedly “modern.” We will pay attention to Victorian
poetry’s changing relationship to the marketplace, exploring the major new modes of publication for poetry in the century (the periodical,
for instance); we will examine this poetry’s major formal innovations (the dramatic monologue, sprung rhythm); and we will chart the
interrelations between poetry and other rapidly changing forms of nineteenth-century discourse (the political, the economic, the scientific).
ENGL 523
WALT WHITMAN AND MODERN AMERICAN POETRY
32444 Section M01
TR: 1600 – 1715
Cull
More than two thousand years ago, Plato famously argued that poets should be kept out of the republic,
contending that if poets become influential “not law and the reason of mankind…but pleasure and pain will be rulers of the state.”
About one hundred and sixty years ago, Walt Whitman inaugurates a distinctly American poetic tradition by arguing the reverse,
that the American republic desperately needed poetry in order to continue to exist, that poetry could prevent a Civil War, end injustice,
and foster a more cohesive, democratic society. This first half of the course will consider how Whitman pursues these goals across
several successive editions of Leaves of Grass by developing a poetic form (free verse) that aspires to be as inclusive as the
democratic ideology it gives voice to. Then we will go on to see how later poets, from the late nineteenth century to the present day,
have sought to extend his project. In addition to Whitman, we will likely read work by Langston Hughes, Muriel Rukeyser,
Allen Ginsberg, Frank O’Hara, John Ashbery, A. R. Ammons, Martin Espada, and Juliana Spahr.
ENGL 530
ARGUMENT THEORY - PRACTICE
35345 Section M01
W: 1730 – 2000
Smith, C.
In an increasingly digital world, publishers and writers are expanding their expectations for modes appropriate for sharing creative and
scholarly work. To address this need, ENGL 501 provides a theoretical background for online publishing and design as well as hands-on
experience publishing an online literary magazine. The course, team-taught by creative writing and rhetoric faculty, produces an
undergraduate fine arts/literary arts magazine in an online format, offering graduate students the opportunity to sharpen skills in digital
design and to foster mentoring relationships with undergraduate students.
This hybrid class—meeting both in a regular classroom and frequently utilizing online spaces to host course discussions and activities—is
a production-centered, practice-based class. Students will be responsible for producing a complete issue of NMSU’s undergraduate
literary magazine, DIN, from screening and selecting manuscripts to designing, branding and promoting the finished magazine. Chief
among many goals for the course is that students leave with the critical, technical, and creative skills to be active participants in online
publishing, in a variety of contexts. With this in mind, class members will have a great deal of latitude in deciding the mode, design, and
content that will combine to become the next edition of DIN.
ENGL 534
GRADUATE STUDY-FORM AND TECHNIQUE IN FICTION
28488 Section M01
T: 1730 – 2000
Bradburd
The Short Novel – students will examine eight short novels during the sixteen weeks, considering the structure, tone, point of view and
other craft choices the author made in putting together the book. Students will write their own short novel over the course of the semester.
In between novels, the class will examine some of the short fiction of writers visiting NMSU this spring: John Keene, Claire Vaye Watkins,
Joseph Scapellato, and Karen Brennan.
ENGL 535

FORM AND TECHNIQUE IN POETRY: MODERN POETICS IN NEW
PRACTICE
Section M01
R: 1730 - 2000
Greenfield
This course explores writing processes and concerns in contemporary poetry through an emphasis on three general areas of interest:
space, hybridity, and source. In terms of space, we will focus on the page as a field of energy or volume, with discussions and exercises in
projective verse, open verse prosodics, silence, and sequence. We will engage with precedents in these concerns by Stephane Mallarme,
Charles Olson, William Carlos Williams, and Lorine Niedecker, before we move to contemporary models in Cole Swensen, Emmanuel
Hocquard, May Wong, M. NourbeSe-Philip, Myriam Moscone, and Carrie Olivia Adams. Our focus on hybridity will focus on postmodern
prose writing, somatic writing, and essay poems in the work of CAConrad, Bhanu Kapil, Rosmarie Waldrop, and Anne Carson. Finally, our
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focus on source in poetry applies intertextual pressure to the notion of a centralized subjectivity through writing practices that include
mining, deformation, collage, and erasure. Models will include work by Rosmarie Waldrop (again), Sina Queyras, Myriam Moscona
(again), Ronald Johnson, and others. These three areas overlap and investigate how we conceive of contemporary poetic form and how
poetry continues to evolve from conventional definitions of the lyric. Each week will be focused around a mix of specific writing exercises,
short discussion responses to assigned reading, in-class writing exercises, and one-on-one discussions of these exercises. Contact
instructor or bookstore for a list of required texts.
ENGL 546
TEACHING RHETORIC & WRITING WITH ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
35336 Section M01
TBA
Thatcher
35768 Section M70
ONLINE
This course introduces students to the rich interdisciplinary field of writing and English language learners with the goal of helping
researchers and instructors understand the unique strengths and needs of ELL writers. It first grounds the students in the broad theory,
nd
research, and pedagogy of 2 -language acquisition. Then it examines the history, theory, and practice of ESL and L2 writing in the United
States. Finally, it examines Generation 1.5, bilingualism, and Spanish-dominant writers along the U.S.-Mexico Border. The course
prepares students to work with ELL writing in curriculum design, needs analysis, classroom implementation, assessment, writing program
administration, and institutional policies. The course will be a requirement for those GAs seeking to teach sections of English 111M at
NMSU. For Spring 2017, this course will be online.
ENGL 549
GRADUATE STUDY IN WRITING – WEBSITE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
33502 Section M01
TR: 1020 - 1135
Lanier
This course teaches students the fundamentals of designing and developing websites with attention to both technical and aesthetic
considerations. Subjects covered include HTML, CSS, Javascript, website design architecture, website usability and optimization.
Students will leave the course with the ability to design and create fully functioning, usable websites.
ENGL 550
GRADUATE STUDIES IN LITERACY
35337 Section M01
MW: 1430 – 1545
Rosenberg
The purpose of this course is to study the ways people interact with writing. The class will investigate the relationship between reading and
writing as subjects of school instruction and as activities that people do in their everyday lives in settings within and outside of school.
Through readings and discussions, students will answer: What does it mean to be literate in America? Who decides? What do definitions
of literacy suggest about the values of a culture? What alternative means do people take to pursue literacy on their own terms? The
course examines how the history and politics of public schooling have fostered the myth of a free society where the opportunity to succeed
is equally available to all. Students will also turn to community studies, which explore non-academic venues where people practice literacy,
such as community centers, libraries, churches, kitchens, living rooms, and prisons; and the purposes people have for becoming more
literate and for using their literacy to enact social change. Throughout the course, students will interrogate their own practices as schooled
individuals. Major projects for the semester will include a literacy autobiography in which students “read” their own literacy practices as
subjects for critical analysis, individual research on an issue in critical literacy studies, and a review of a literacy ethnography.
ST

ENGL 559
BLACK U.S. LITERATURE IN THE 21 CENTURY
35293 Section M01
TR: 1020 – 1135
Garay
The focus of this course will be the most contemporary black U.S. literature—nothing published before 2000. By concentrating focus on
21st-century production, questions of how this literary tradition is continuing to evolve in conversation with longstanding black and U.S.
literary traditions promises to yield evocative thought and discussion: What is black literature in the 21st century? How do different writers
navigate what many mainstream folk deem a post-everything (-modernist,-structuralist, -feminist, -racial, -identity politics) milieu and how
does this navigation manifest in texts themselves? How do histories and legacies inform contemporary texts? How do writers attend to
contemporary political, academic, and social tensions?
Probable texts of focus include: Tayari Jones Leaving Atlanta (2002); Mat Johnson Pym (2011); Michael Thomas Man Gone Down
(2007); Natasha Tretheway Native Guard (2006); Ta-Nahesi Coates Between the World and Me (2015); Tananarive Due Ghost Summer
(2015).
ENGL 568
(RHETORIC AND CULTURAL STUDIES): CULTURES THAT MATTER
35354 Section M01
T: 1730 – 2000
Wells, J.
Cultural studies is an interdisciplinary area of inquiry into how culture is produced, consumed, represented, performed, critiqued, and
circulated. Work in cultural studies asks how cultural objects and cultural practices act in the world and are responded to; how they enable
and partake in agencies, ideologies, places, and social structures; and how they act as potent sites of political power. The discipline of
rhetoric offers a rich arena for inquiring into such concerns, especially through its various focuses on persuasion, representation,
identification, performance, communication, criticism, invention, and composition. And indeed, there is a long and important tradition of
entwined scholarship in both rhetorical and cultural studies. This class will trace the unfolding of cultural studies with a special focus on
material culture, ultimately following out how cultural studies’ treatments of bodies, places, and material things give way to so-called “new
materialisms.” In the course of reading canonical work in cultural studies and new materialisms, we will read key scholarship in rhetoric
and composition that engages and advances this work. Possible figures to be covered include Marx, Adorno, Althusser, Gramsci,
Foucault, Bourdieu, Certeau, Williams, Hall, Baudrillard, Leclau & Mouffe, Spivak, Fanon, Said, hooks, Kristeva, Butler, Haraway, Barad,
and Alaimo.
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ENGL 569

THE AFTERLIVES OF SLAVERY IN AMERICAN LITERATURE & VISUAL
CULTURE
Section M01
MW: 2:30 – 3:45
Shon
This course explores how American literature, film, and art engage with slavery as a way to construct, circulate, and contest ideologies of
th
race, sex, gender, and broader philosophical ideas about human bodies. The range of texts covered in this course—for example, 19 century slave narratives written by former slaves, Octavia Butler’s science fiction, Ava Du Vernay’s 2016 documentary on the prison
industrial complex—will help us question how slavery lives on visibly and invisibly through these ideologies. We will approach slavery not
only as a historical context but also as a national and global discourse about liberal personhood, modernity, racial violence, citizenship,
U.S. empire, and mass (im)migration. Our course readings might tell us something about the afterlives of slavery in the Trump era, too.
th

Primary texts include the texts named above and may also include 18 -century runaway slave and servant newspaper advertisements,
writings by Ida B. Wells and W.E.B. DuBois, short stories by Stephen Crane and Langston Hughes, Toni Morrison’s 1987 novel Beloved,
Sayeeda Clarke’s 2012 short film White, Claudia Rankine’s 2014 book of poems Citizen, Kendrick Lamar’s 2015 album To Pimp a
Buttlerfly, and Christina Sharpe’s 2016 mixed-genre work In the Wake. Secondary texts include literary and cultural criticism and theory.
ENGL 575
WORKSHOP: ADVANCED WRITING POETRY
24185 Section M01
M: 1730 – 2000
Voisine
Students in this workshop will write at least 5 poems a week for the first half of the semester and, in the second half of the semester, will
revise these poems and put together a chapbook of at least 24 pages. Through weekly quick and positive workshops of single poems,
poets will develop a sense of were their intensive production might lead them over the first weeks. Finally, the chapbook will be
workshopped by the group. Our reading materials will be from online sources of very recent works.
WORKSHOP: ADVANCED ACADEMIC WRITING FOR INTERNATIONAL
ENGL 584
STUDENTS
35291 Section M01
M: 1750 - 2000
Arzu Carmichael
This workshop provides intensive writing, research, peer reviewing, revising, and editing practice for international graduate students in
professional communication and other disciplines across the curriculum. The focus of the course will be on studying and practicing a
rhetorical approach to writing so that you may be able to improve your professional communication skills. We will approach this goal by
applying reading, writing and research strategies and principles to a specific writing project you are currently developing for your academic
career (and/or beyond). Such writing projects may include a master’s thesis or portfolio, doctoral dissertation, grant proposal, technical
manual or handbook, a research based article, or a project of similar scope.
We will work together to identify, analyze, and apply rhetorical approaches to documents in various genres and within varied
disciplines. Throughout the course, we will also explore writing principles, practices, and conventions at both a global and a local level so
that your skills in both revising and editing will be honed. The course and writing workshops will also be targeted to meet the aspects of
writing on technical and professional issues that you might find particularly problematic. In all, you should expect to write and to rewrite
extensively in this workshop.
ENGL 589
CULTURAL STUDY: LITERATURE & THEORY
35303 Section M01
TR: 1145 – 1300
Rourke
This course offers an intensive introduction to socio-historical theories of culture. Its central concern will be to explore how texts
participate in and are shaped by historical conflicts between social groups with distinct and/or antagonistic material interests. The
readings will focus on theoretical projects that both develop out of and critique the methods and models provided by classical Marxism (the
Frankfurt School, structuralism, poststructuralism, feminism, postcolonial theory, theories of race, and queer theory). Important
themes of the course will include: the theory of ideology, the relationship between theory and practice, the function of intellectuals,
political agency, and the subversive potential of art. In a course of this kind, readings will necessarily be interdisciplinary, crossing
borders between literary criticism, philosophy, history, sociology, economics, and linguistics.
ENGL 596
MASTER’S WORKSHOP: FICTION
24191 Section M01
M: 1730 – 2000
Lavender-Smith, E
Students will submit a draft of thesis project for workshop critique. Revision of the thesis draft submitted to the instructor. Prerequisite(s):
Enrolled in MFA penultimate semester. Restricted to MFA CW majors.
ENGL 597
INTERNSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL OR TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION
24194 Section M70
Online
Wells, J.
Open to undergraduate and graduate students in any field (e.g., Literature, Rhetoric and Professional Communication, Creative Writing,
etc.), in this course you will complete an internship that helps you professionalize in your chosen career path or field of study. All variety of
internships involving communication are supported, and internships may be paid or unpaid. To help make for a full learning and
professionalization experience, enrolled students participate in an online course with brief weekly assignments tailored to their internship,
and a final project. Internship opportunities are regularly advertised on the student listservs. Students interested in completing an
internship should contact Dr. Justine Wells (jbwells@nmsu.edu) soon, to discuss available internships or how to design your own. Ideally,
you will arrange for your spring internship before the end of fall semester.
ENGL 599
MASTER’S THESIS
Thesis. Please contact faculty in your field to seek consent.
ENGL 600

Doctoral Research
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Assigns credit for research performed prior to the doctoral comprehensive examination. Please contact faculty in your field to seek
consent.
ENGL 603
RHETORICAL METHODOLOGIES
35352 Section M01
T: 1730 - 2000
Sharp-Hoskins
Positing methodologies and methods as conditions of possibility for how research emerges and becomes meaningful, this course asks
students to investigate how rhetorical methodologies are conceptualized and articulated as well as how they sponsor and mobilize specific
methods in the field. This investigative work prepares students to articulate research methodologies for their own projects, including
capstone projects for their degrees (i.e. theses, dissertations, etc.).
ENGL 646
TEACHING RHETORIC & WRITING WITH ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
35336 Section M01
TBA
35768 Section M70
ONLINE
Thatcher
This course introduces students to the rich interdisciplinary field of writing and English language learners with the goal of helping
researchers and instructors understand the unique strengths and needs of ELL writers. It first grounds the students in the broad theory,
nd
research, and pedagogy of 2 -language acquisition. Then it examines the history, theory, and practice of ESL and L2 writing in the United
States. Finally, it examines Generation 1.5, bilingualism, and Spanish-dominant writers along the U.S.-Mexico Border. The course
prepares students to work with ELL writing in curriculum design, needs analysis, classroom implementation, assessment, writing program
administration, and institutional policies. The course will be a requirement for those GAs seeking to teach sections of English 111M at
NMSU. For Spring 2017, this course will be online.
ENGL 650
GRADUATE STUDIES IN LITERACY
35338 Section M01
MW: 1430 – 1545
Rosenberg
The purpose of this course is to study the ways people interact with writing. The class will investigate the relationship between reading and
writing as subjects of school instruction and as activities that people do in their everyday lives in settings within and outside of school.
Through readings and discussions, students will answer: What does it mean to be literate in America? Who decides? What do definitions
of literacy suggest about the values of a culture? What alternative means do people take to pursue literacy on their own terms? The
course examines how the history and politics of public schooling have fostered the myth of a free society where the opportunity to succeed
is equally available to all. Stu
dents will also turn to community studies, which explore non-academic venues where people practice literacy, such as community centers,
libraries, churches, kitchens, living rooms, and prisons; and the purposes people have for becoming more literate and for using their
literacy to enact social change. Throughout the course, students will interrogate their own practices as schooled individuals. Major projects
for the semester will include a literacy autobiography in which students “read” their own literacy practices as subjects for critical analysis,
individual research on an issue in critical literacy studies, and a review of a literacy ethnography.
ENGL 668
(RHETORIC AND CULTURAL STUDIES): CULTURES THAT MATTER
35353 Section M01
T: 1730 - 2000
Wells, J.
Cultural studies is an interdisciplinary area of inquiry into how culture is produced, consumed, represented, performed, critiqued, and
circulated. Work in cultural studies asks how cultural objects and cultural practices act in the world and are responded to; how they enable
and partake in agencies, ideologies, places, and social structures; and how they act as potent sites of political power. The discipline of
rhetoric offers a rich arena for inquiring into such concerns, especially through its various focuses on persuasion, representation,
identification, performance, communication, criticism, invention, and composition. And indeed, there is a long and important tradition of
entwined scholarship in both rhetorical and cultural studies. This class will trace the unfolding of cultural studies with a special focus on
material culture, ultimately following out how cultural studies’ treatments of bodies, places, and material things give way to so-called “new
materialisms.” In the course of reading canonical work in cultural studies and new materialisms, we will read key scholarship in rhetoric
and composition that engages and advances this work. Possible figures to be covered include Marx, Adorno, Althusser, Gramsci,
Foucault, Bourdieu, Certeau, Williams, Hall, Baudrillard, Leclau & Mouffe, Spivak, Fanon, Said, hooks, Kristeva, Butler, Haraway, Barad,
and Alaimo.
ENGL 700
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION
Dissertation. Please contact faculty in your field to seek consent.
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